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Health Sector Emission Paradox

• Health care’s climate footprint is equivalent to 4.4% of global net
emissions (2 gigatons of carbon dioxide equivalent)

• Global health care climate footprint is equivalent to the annual
greenhouse gas emissions from 514 coal-fired power plants

• If the health sector were a country, it would be the fifth-largest emitter
on the planet

USA, China, India, Russia, Healthcare Sector, Japan, Brazil



•Under a business-as-usual scenario health 
care’s footprint will triple by 2050 reaching 6 
gigatons per year.

•Meeting Paris Agreement commitments can 
reduce health care emissions growth by 70%

•Through seven high-impact actions health 
care can reduce its emissions by 44 gigatons by 
2050 and close in on zero emissions.

•The sector can achieve decarbonization while 
ensuring greater health equity and climate 
justice between nations.

healthcareclimateaction.org/roadmap

http://www.healthcareclimateaction.org/
http://www.healthcareclimate/


67
health organizations
representing

14 ,000
hospitals and health care facilit ies

22
countries from
the Americas, Asia, Africa 
and Europe… 
with more to come!



Emerging Political Frameworks

Total of nearly 48% of health care emissions covered to date.

The Alliance for Transformative Action on 
Climate and Health (ATACH)

https://www.who.int/initiatives/alliance-for-transformative-action-on-
climate-and-health

• Focus on climate-resilient, sustainable, low-carbon 
health care.

• WHO is Secretariat.

• Follows through on government health commitments 
in Glasgow (COP26 Health Programme). 

• 62 low, middle and high-income governments have 
now joined. More than 20 have pledged net zero 
health care.

• Parallel commitment by G7.

• Argentina, Canada, EU, France, Indonesia, Italy, 
Japan, United States and United Kingdom have 
committed through ATACH or G7 declaration or both.  

https://www.who.int/initiatives/alliance-for-transformative-action-on-climate-and-health
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